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Criminally Captivating
In conversation with Shillong-based novelist Ankush Saikia

In the field of English writing in the
Northeast, a number of new voices
have emerged in recent times who

have managed to earn critical acclaim for
their brilliant depiction of the hitherto

hidden life of people living in the north-
eastern periphery of India. One such pow-
erful voice, who has earned immense
popularity across the entire country
within a relatively short period of time,

is Shillong-based novelist AnkushSaikia
who has, for the first time, successfully
introduced and worked on the genre of
crime and detective thrillers set in the
Northeast, and elsewhere in India. Right
from his first novel, Jet City Women,
published by Rupa& Co in 2007, where
he talks about life of north-easterners in
Delhi, he has continued to write
aboutpeople and places in this remote
land.

From the time his first book published
in 2007, he has continued to
explore this new genre with a
lot of success, and has over the
years, published 6 critically acclaimed
novels and a collection of short stories
as well.

A former journalist who has travelled
widely across the Northeast as well as the
country, Saikia has emerged as one of the
top-ranking English writers to have been
produced from the region.As a writer and
novelist, Saikia rose to instant fame with
his 2013 novel, The Girl from Nongrim
Hills - a crime thriller published by Pen-
guin India and which is set in the locales

of Shillong. Two years earlier, his col-
lection of short stories, Spotting Veron
and Other Stories, had been published
by Rupa& Co. After that, he has earned a
sort of fan following amongst the north-
eastern youths once he wrote the detec-
tive Arjun Arora trilogy, comprising
Dead Meat (Penguin India, 2015), Re-
member Death (Penguin India, 2016), and
More Bodies Will Fall (Penguin India,
2018).

The detective Arjun Arora trilogy is a
first of sorts as no one had previ-
ously worked on the genre of
crime and thrillers with so much

details about life in the Northeast that
Ankush has put into his books. All of
Saikia's novels are either based in the
Northeast or brings to life the varied
colourful characters and locales of the
region, which till now have not been ad-
equately represented in popular commer-
cial novels in the country.

A recipient of the Shanghai Writers'
Association's international writers' fel-
lowship for the year 2018, Saikia was also
shortlisted for the Outlook / Picador-In-
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